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Ensemble Rules

1. Respect

a. Students are expected to respect each other, the classroom and materials,

and Mr. Watson

b. Personal space and items of other students

2. Responsibility

a. Students are expected to be responsible for any materials that they bring

into the classroom, and any materials that they receive while in the class

b. Students are expected to manage their time and turn assignments in on

time.

c. Students are expected to be present at concerts and events unless they

have spoken with Mr. Watson and made previous arrangements.

3. Actively Participate:

a. Chorus is largely an experience based class. Students are expected to be

awake, alert and responsive when in class. Should they fail to participate

they will receive a 0% for their participation grade.

b. Students are expected to be at concerts and events. Chorus is a

co-curricular activity, which means that there will be times when students

will need to stay after school, or travel to perform. These are not optional.

Students or parents must communicate the reason for any absence before

a concert happens unless there is an emergency. Should an emergency

arise, please communicate with Mr. Watson as soon as possible.

2



Ensemble Expectations:

1. Of the singers: Be on time and ready to participate. Should there be any reason

why a student cannot participate they should speak with Mr. Watson before class

2. Of Mr. Watson: Be prepared as possible each day, meet students where they

are to teach them the best way possible. Grade and return assignments in a

timely manner. Plan and execute events that will set students up for success.

3. Of the parents: At the middle school age students will rely on you for

transportation and monetary support. If you as the parent are willing to allow your

student to participate in chorus you must make sure they are on time and have

sufficient materials to succeed.

Consequences: Should students not follow these expectations, here are consequences

that will follow in the Chorus Classroom.

1. First infraction: Verbal warning for anything that goes against the ensemble

expectations, and a matrix mark.

2. Second Infraction: Verbal warning, Matrix mark, and student will be written up.

3. For anything that is governed by the GMS student handbook, Mr. Watson will

follow guidelines put forth by administration.

Bathroom Policy:

Students are at the age where they know when they need to use the restroom. It

is expected that students use the restroom before coming to encore class. Should they

need to go to the restroom during class they must ask Mr. Watson for permission before
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leaving the room. If a student fails to do this it will result in a matrix mark. Students will

have 5 minutes to use the restroom and return to class. As there are bathrooms in the

music building this should be plenty of time. Failure to return within the time allotted will

result in a matrix mark.

Food and Drinks:

Food: Students should never bring food into the classroom at a designated time

unless designated by a medical condition. If they bring food with them they will be asked

to eat the food outside of the classroom, or throw it away.

Drink: Students should only bring water with them to class. Soft drinks, energy

drinks, juice, milk, etc, will be placed on the front table until the end of class.

Gum: Students are not allowed to chew gum during chorus. As we are singing

and talking most of the class this is an issue with enunciation and a safety issue

when they are singing. Students will be asked to spit out gum on the first two

infractions. Subsequent infractions will result in a matrix mark.

Cell Phone policy:

The expectation for students at GMS is that cell phones will be kept in backpacks

or lockers at all times. This is the expectation in Chorus as well. There may be times

when students are asked to use their cell phones in an educational experience that will

be scheduled and approved by administration. Those are the only times students may

use their cellphones in class. All other times it will be taken and the school’s policy will

be followed. This also includes smart watches, and gaming devices.
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Schedule of Events 2021-22

Grading:

This class follows the standard grading policy as the rest of the school on a 10

point grading scale:

A = 90-100

B= 80-89

C= 70-79

D= 60-69

F = 59 a below

● Most of the class for chorus will be done in class, however, there will be times

when students will be assigned homework outside of class time. These

assignments are not optional and will have an impact on a students grade
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● Each assignment will come with a unique grading system, and will not always be

the same. Grade weighting will generally be as follows

○ Participation - out of 10 points

○ In-class assignments - out of 25 points

○ Homework assignments - out of 25 points

○ Quizzes & Tests - out of 15 points

○ Concerts/Events -   out of 25 points

Concert & Event Expectations:

As previously stated, chorus is a co-curricular class with events outside of the

regular class time. These concerts and events are not optional and if they are missed

they will impact the student’s grade.

● Expectations:

○ Students are to arrive on-time and dressed appropriately

○ Students are to be respectful to the space and to others

○ Students are expected to respond appropriately to others that are

performing.

● Missing a concert

○ Should a student not be able to attend and event they will need to

communicate reasoning with Mr. Watson prior to the event. This can be

any reason for anything that conflicts with the event. Mr. Watson carefully

coordinates with other departments at the school and tries to make sure

that concerts and events do not fall on the same days as athletic events. If
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a student may not miss a concert to participate in an athletic event. They

will not be exempted from the concert.

○ Emergencies Happen! Communicate with me and students may make up

credit.

● Making up concerts

1. Students may schedule a time with Mr. Watson before school to Prove

their Music. This means that they can show they were prepared for the

concert, but missed due to extenuating circumstances. The highest

possible grade a student can make should they choose this make up

option is 90% as they are not participating in the full experience.

2. Students may choose a composer and write a 500 word biography about

this person. Mr. Watson will explain formatting at the time the student

chooses this assignment.

● Should a student simply choose to not show up to a concert with no prior

communication, and no communication from a guardian after the concert they will

not receive credit for the concert and they may not make up their grade.

Concert Attire: Students are expected to wear concert black attire. This means black

pants, black shirt, and black shoes. Students may choose to wear a dress that is longer

than knee length with tights.

● To add some color students will have two options:

1.Royal Blue Scarf

2. Royal Blue tie
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● These will be owned and provided by the choral program at the school. Students

may choose the option that makes them most comfortable on stage. This must

be returned after each performance.

● There may be times when the group wears something other than concert black.

This will typically be things such as: Jeans and a Black T-shirt. Students will be

told when they need to have this attire ready.

● Chorus Shirts - Students are asked to purchase a GMS Chorus T-shirt. This may

also be worn at times instead of concert black. Should a students need

assistance purchasing this shirt please speak with Mr. Watson for a discounted

rate.

*** Should a student need assistance obtaining concert attire please speak with Mr.

Watson and we will work out providing concert attire to the student free of charge.******

Travel Policy:

As a part of the experience in chorus students often travel to represent the

school at events around the county and state. While students are on these trips they are

expected to follow all school rules including dress code.

1. To travel with chorus students must maintain at least a C in all academic classes.

There is not reasonable cause for them to be pulled from their academic classes

when they cannot keep up.

2. Should a student Receive 6 or more marks on the matrix the ability for them to

travel with the chorus to represent the school will be left to the discretion of Mr.
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Watson and Administration. GMS only allows students who can behave

appropriately to represent the school.

3. Should a student arrive for a field trip without the appropriate attire, or out of

dress code they will not be allowed to travel with the group and a parent must

return to pick them up. Students will be refunded any field trip fees.

4. Should a student break school rules, or act inappropriately during a field trip their

ability to travel with the group in the future will be revoked indefinitely.

5. Check-ins: At times during field trips students may have periods of time when

they are unsupervised. They will have scheduled check in times and will need to

be prompt and present. Should a student fail to appear at a check in it will be

assumed that they are missing. The next protocol is to contact GMS

administrators and then local law enforcement.
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Dear GMS Parents and Guardians,

Thank you so much for allowing your student to participate in chorus this year! Please

take a few minutes to review this document and ask your child if they fully understand. If

so, please fill out the following information below and have your students return it to

class. This will be their first grade!

I, ________________________________, have read and understand what is expected

of my student, _____________________________ . Should any questions arise, I

understand that expectations and rules found in this document and made by the school

will be followed. If there are any other questions I will reach out to Mr. Watson.

Parent signature _________________________________________ Date ________

Student Signature ________________________________________ Date _________
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